Cochlear implantation: past and present.
Experimental stimulation of the ear started at the end of the 18th century with Volta. The first electrode implantation was performed by Djouno and Eyries in 1957. This was followed by intensive cochlear implant research at first in California, then all over the world. During the past 2 decades there has been an evolution from single to high performance multichannel implants with the development of more sophisticated speech coding strategies.